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Il, it demanded added skill and vigour tp splay and twist
11 cm of planks to from the required shape of the hull.
The seams of all planks are perfectly caulked and the
hull is copper-sheathed up to waterline, as would be the
case with any sailing vessel.

Traditional baghlahs were single-decked vessels with
deep and bulky holds to accommodate the maximum
amount of cargo. In contrast, Al Hashemi - Il is built
double decked to suite the ultimate incorporating the
purpose of which she has been designed. Apart from
the lower and main decks, and the quarterdeck, she
has a poop deck and a spare deck afore.

The lower deck has beautifully laid wooden parquet
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specially designed and manufactured in Marafi's car-
pentry workshop, from off-cut timber pieces. Unlike the
traditional baghlah, below the parquet flooring on the
main deck and quarterdeck of Al Hashemi - Il is mod-
ern electrical and safety equipment with hidden access
point. The quarterdeck with an area of 350 sq.m. ar-
rayed as luxurious Diwaniyah. The beam, stringers and
stern are beautifully carved in a traditional pattern and
are gilded with 24 ct. gold.

Al Hashemi - Il is built incorporating the advantages
of traditional expertise and technelogical advances. The
process has given birth to a number of innovative in-
ventions. Computerized data and computer assisted
design program were employed for this project, which
not only reduced the construction time considerably but
also initiated a turning point in the history of dhow
building.

Lamination of wood, through not a modern innova-
tion in itself, yet a totally alien process as far as the Gulf
region is conserned, was successfully utilized in the
baghlah yard for many of its huge component including
frames and beams. This, of course, is another mile-
stone in the history of construction of wooden ships in
this region. To collect technical information and to per-
sonally evaluate the outcome of this process, Husain
Marafie visited lamination factories in Holland, Sweden
and USA. Many new tools have also been built and oth-
ers have been given different application or adapted to
handle new tasks.

While maintaining all the qualities of an ocean- going
dhow of the past century, Al Hashemi - Il is fitted out
with one of the most exquisite banqueting halls.

Alterations, where vernecessary, have been incorpo-
rated while remaining essentially true to the traditional
method of shipbuilding. Al Hashemi - Il has two main
doors at the starboard side as entrances to the banquet
hall and two emergency exit doors at the port side, set
above the waterline of the hull. These doors are beauti-
fully hand-carved in traditional style and gilded. The
stem and stern balconies, circular stairs around the
stern post leading to the stern balcony and to the quar-
ter-deck diwaniyah, are both visually attractive and nec-
essary features within the banquet hall. Inside the spa-
cious ballroom which has sophisticated service
facilities, about 5500 bulbs on hanging and wall-
mounted light fixtures are ornamentally amanged to
spread the sparkle. these light fixtures were designed
and manufactured in the baghlah workshop.



during the second half of 80's.

Modern technology have been applied in the baghlah
yard; found suitable timber; accumulatehd experienced
tradional shipwrights; established a smithy, foundry,
lathe and workshops to shape and manufacture various
components and accessories.

The tragic Iraqi invasion caused a setback in the
progress of the baghlah project . for many reasons
groundwork fot the permanent berth of Al Hashemi - [l
could not be resumed the second half of 1995.
It was estimated that about 3000 cu. m. (108000 cu .ft.)
of wood would be needed to build shape up Al Hashe-
mi - Il In the beginning of 19986, the collection of the ex-
otic woods which have been selected for the construc-
tion weere found in Cameroon and Ivory Coast, while
for masts, yards and spars, Oregon pine logs were im-
ported from USA.

An Exceptionally experienced seaman and nokhada,
volouteered to assume the office of the project advisor.
Aman in his eighties, remains as a prominent link be-
tween the age of sail and the modern Kuwait. His pro-
longed seafaring career resulted in a close acquain-
tance with the traditional shipwrights of Calicut, a
wooden ship builmding center on the Malabar coast of
Southern India.

wooden Shipbuilding is far more intricate than any other
kind of construction. Among the traditional Shipwrights
Who possess abroad knowledge on the art, there is a
certain group of men who acquired exceptional training
in one specific area of work. this include borers, plank-
ers. Fasteners Sawyers, caulkers, pulley makers, wood
carves, etc. Gangs of men with vast knowledge and ex-
perience in each realm were gathered from the tradi-
tional Indian shipbuilding yards of Kerala to construct Al
Hashemi - II.

Apart from traditional shipbuilders, carpenters, black-
smiths, welders, turners, forgers, electricians, and help-
ers - all hailing from different nationalities - joined hands
together to make this unique venture a great success.
About 175 skills and unskilled workers and profession-
als dedicated their skills and energy to build Al Hashe-
mi - |I. On 10th Feburary 1997, the actual construction
of Al Hashemi - Il set the sail with the commencement
of laying for her keel. However, many secondary works
and preparations fot the construction had taken place
during the years proceeding this. The six-pieced keel is
53.75m. Long and weigh about 35 tons. Now, with the
specially carved figurehead atop, the length of the stem
of Al Hashemi - Il exceeds 27.10m. The length of the
stern post is just 5.75m.

77 huge frames with amidships height of 11.00m.

across the keel, 21 diminishing frames on the wing
transorm and 20 stern timbers beeled upon it that pro-
trude high and aft well over the stern post, and 18 pairs
of diminishing frames on fashioned timber constitute
the ribs Al Hashemi - Il. Frames, beams and other huge
component are laminated and shaped as per true
scale. Al Hashemi - Il boasts on overall length of 83.75
meters and and amidships width of 18.5 meters.
About 80 tons of hand-made nails with a length 0.5m.
to 1.0m. And bolts with a length 1.00m. to 3.5m. were
required for this wooden structure. All were forged in
Marafi's Smithy, functioning since 1986 for this pur-
pose. Other massive metallic components and acces-
sories like gudgeons, rudder, pintles, porthole windows,
cannons, etc’ were cast from pure brass and were pre-
pared in Marafie’s foundry.
Onatour of the yard, the visitor cannot help, but marvel
at the unique hand crafted component of Al Hashemi -
Il. The huge proportions, and the craftsmanship, all
stand out. Her rudder is about 8.0m long and weighs
around 3.0 tons. The Steering wheel has a 2.0m. diam-
eter and is another unique piece of work. Capstanse,
the Halyard block, rigging pulleys, etc. are all prepared
and installed, each in proportion to her gignatic size.
The skyscraping main mast is 50m. high and its di-
ameters at bottom and top measure as 90cm. And 75
cm. repectively. The 40m. Long mizzen mast has a
base and top diameters of 75 cm and 60 cm. The over-
all weight of Al Hashemi - Il is around, 2,500 tons.
Carvel planking, a method of fixing the planks edge to
edge on the frames ans caulking the seams has been
utilized. Planking, according to master shipwright, Na-
rayanan, “is the most arduous and time-consuming task
in the construction of a wooden ship. “For Al Hashemi -
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Securing the past for future generations

The advantages of traditional expertise and

technological advances

By: Eng. Suhaila Marafi
- Kuwait University 1985.
- Electrical Engineer.

- Director of Studies and
Research Ministry of Electricity & Water.

Behind many modern features of Kuwait, lie reflec-
tions of the countries maritime heritage. Al Hashemi - Il
A majestic wooden ship of gigantic proportions ‘Rises
high in the yard of the Radisson SAS Hotel Kuwait. This
impressive structure is preserve Kuwait's maritime heri-
tage for future generations. Apart from bringing back
memories of those graceful bygone days of sail. Al Ha-
shemi - Il is recognized as one of the largest wooden
ships of the world.

Arabian dhows have distinct names for each model
And Al Hashemi - II falls into the baghlah classification.
These ship excelled as classical cargo carries during
the nineteenth and early twentith centuries.

Traditional deep-sea vessel with attractively carved
stem-head, transom stern and window apertures; The
baghlah was the most ornate of all the Arabian dhows.

Traditional Shipwrights of Oman claim the credit for
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introducing this out - Standing model to the gulf waters;
Yet Al Hashemi - Il had European ancestry and Indian
link in respect of her design and fittings. The average
storage capacity of these ships was between 350 to
450 tons and they were mainly used for transporting
cargo round the gulf and to and from Indian anf Africa.
Sharing the destiny of many other graceful sailing ves-
sels that once sailed the gulf waters, the baghlah also
vanished from the waterfront.

Little more than a century ago Husain Marafie's great
- grandfather built a baghlah and named it Al Hashemi.
Hashemi - Il was named in celebration and commemo-
ration of the memory of this forerunner; and to preser-
vation of Kuwaiti maritime heritage and to the shipbuild-
ing and ship-owning traditions that span well over a
couple of centuries. It was in 1985 that Husain Marafie
started planning how to ahcieve the constructing a
baghlah of an awesome size.

“Time and Tide wait for no man” during the founda-
tion works of Al Hashemi - Il the workers had to literaly
depend on both finding time between tides, since the
work could have been done only during ebb tides Slow-
ly and steadily the foundation in the sea progressed
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